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Autumn Beauty Is Here
Each fall we offer a series of guided hikes as a way to kick off this glorious time of year.
The Dr. Marc Taylor Walk (co-sponsored by the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition)
was especially significant this year as we marked our 20 year anniversary of the
preservation of Platt Farm. Dr. Taylor was actively involved and instrumental in conserving
this amazing 110 acre farm on Flood Bridge Road. He also led the effort to create an open
space corridor along the Pomperaug River which is now known as the the Marc J. Taylor
MD Memorial Greenway.
We also hosted walkers at Southbury Farms, a trek that started and ended at the Hidden
Gem Orchard farmstand. In addition to ridgetop views, guests were treated to an up close
look at the orchards and were guided by local farmer Ed Platt. Finally, we offered a short
hike at the Ivers Preserve which coincided with the Ludorf Farm Festival, an event we co-
hosted with the Southbury Historical Society.
It is certainly not too late to experience the splendor of fall. We encourage all of you to
lace up your boots and hike, walk or meander while the colors are bright and the
temperatures are moderate. To access all of our trail maps go to:
www.southburylandtrust.org/trail-maps

The Dr. Marc Taylor Guided Walk attracted a wonderful group of walkers shown here along the Pomperaug River at
Platt Farm Preserve. Photo by Gosia Liedlich



Hikers at Southbury Farms exploring the apple orchards with Hidden Gem orchard owner Jim Wargo. His farmstand
located at 2500 Purchase Brook Road is now open on weekends with a large quantity and variety of delicious apples
for sale. Photo by Regina Badura

Hikers at the Ludorf Barn Festival traversing the wooded trail of the Ivers Preserve. Photo by Gosia Liedlich

Platt Farm Preserve 20 Year Celebration



This Land Became Your Land in March of 2001

Thank you to all who attended our 20 Year Anniversary Celebration at the Platt Farm
Preserve on October 2nd. The weather was magnificent, the music wonderful and those
with a sweet tooth devoured delicious ice cream sundaes offered by Ice Cream
Emergency. Back in 2001, over 1,222 residents and businesses helped us preserve this
land. It has become our most popular and treasured preserve often referred to as our
"crown jewel". We are honored to be the stewards of this iconic property and thank
everyone who has supported us through the years.

The band "Too Blue" played bluegrass and swing music while guests relaxed and enjoyed the scenery. Photo by
Gosia Liedlich

Ice Cream Emergency saved a few lives that day, one scoop at a time! Photo by Gosia Liedlich



SLT board members and staff. Top row from left to right: Pat Monahan, Donna Civitello, Bill Neil and Ed Platt. Bottom
row from left to right: Regina Badura, John Schmidt, Joe Ruggiero and Julie Stuart. Photo by Gosia Liedlich

Important: POCD Community Survey
Please participate in this important survey

It is important for interested residents to complete or provide input for the update of the
Town's Plan of Conservation and Development. The survey is a great opportunity for the
community to have a voice in forming the Town's direction for the future in regards to
many areas such as housing, open space and economic development. The deadline to
complete the survey is October 20th. It can be completed online at www.southbury-
ct.org/pocd or residents can pick up paper copies at Town buildings and the Heritage
Village Activities Building. Please take the time to complete the survey. Your input matters!

Renew Your Land Trust Membership
Within the next week or so, we will be sending our annual appeal letter to our members. If
you have not renewed already this year, please consider sending in your tax deductible
donation. Your generous support will help ensure that our natural world here in Southbury
is protected and enriched. To renew your membership on-line, simply click the donate
button below.
Also this year, the SLT is offering a 2022 wall calendar (81/2x11 inch) with scenic photos
of 12 local farms. To purchase a calendar, please add $10 to your membership dues. For
those who contribute at the stewardship level ($125) or above, you will receive a calendar
for free. Calendars will be mailed before the end of the year.

http://www.southbury-ct.org/pocd


Check Out Pete's Produce
It's convenient and worth the stop!

Pete's Produce located at 681 Main Street South has been in operation for six
generations. Originally part of a 500 acre farm, this stand has been open since the 1800's
selling a variety of farm products through the decades. The stand in the photo below is
named after Pete Fleming who was the great uncle of Robin Starchak, the current owner
and operator. Some of the produce is grown on site and some is purchased from other
area farmers. You can stop by the farmstand Monday through Saturday from 9 AM to 5:30
PM or on Sunday from 9 AM to 4 PM to purchase a gorgeous variety of produce, cut
flowers, pumpkins, gourds, corn stalks and mums!



A glimpse of Pete's Produce located at 681 Main Street South in Southbury.

Click Here to Donate

https://www.southburylandtrust.org/support-us

